
Understanding the Practice Test Site 



Objectives 

Describe the uses of the Smarter Practice Test 

Access the practice test and other test resources 

Understand the Test Layout 

Understand the Basic Test Rules 

Utilize and describe the test tools 



ACCESSING the  
ONLINE PRACTICE TESTS 

NOTE!  The practice test can 
ONLY be opened in the following 
browsers: 
• Mozilla Firefox 
• Google Chrome 
• Microsoft Internet Explorer 10 
• Apple Safari 
• http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/  
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Presentation Notes
As we discussed earlier, one of the things that you can do right now at your school is to access the practice test.

The Practice Tests provide a preview of the types of questions that will be featured in the summative assessment beginning in 2014-15, including selected-response items, constructed-response items, technology-enhanced items, and performance tasks—extended activities that challenge students to apply their knowledge and skills to respond to real world problems. The practice tests allow administrators, parents, teachers, and students to experience the Smarter Balanced tests and gain familiarity with the online test delivery system.

Special Educators should also take a look at the 

Information and links for the practice test can be found in our September JUMP newsletter as well as at www.smarterbalanced.org.

It is important to note that the practice test can only be accessed in the browser that are listed above.  

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/


Basic Practice Test Rules 

Users cannot skip test items. (Users may mark an item for 
review and return to it later.) 

Users must answer all test items on a page before going to 
the next page. Some pages contain multiple items. Users 
may need to use the vertical scroll bar to view all items on 
a page. 

Users may mark items for review and use the Questions 
drop-down list at the top of the page to easily return to 
those items. 
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Basic Test Rules 
 Users cannot skip test items. (Users may mark an item for review and return to it later.) 
 Users must answer all test items on a page before going to the next page. Some pages contain multiple items. Users may need to use the vertical scroll bar to view all items on a page. 
 Users may mark items for review and use the Questions drop-down list at the top of the page to easily return to those items. 




Test Layout 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This sample image shows the primary features and tools available to practice test users.  We will look at each of these tools when we practice entering the test site.



Test Tools 

General, calculator, stimulus expansion, Text to speech 



General test tools 

• Highlight 
• Zoom 
• Mark for review 
• Notepad 
• Tutorial 
• Strikethrough 
• Instructions/help screen 

Available for 
all 

assessments: 
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The following tools are available for all assessments: 
 Highlight text in passages and test questions 
 Zoom in and out of test pages (this makes the font look larger or smaller) 
 Mark items for review 
 Make notes about an item in the notepad 
 View tutorials about item type (available for some items) 
 Strikethrough (cross out answer options) 
 Access the Test Instructions and Help screen at any time 






Calculators 

Basic Calculator: 
Grade 6  

Basic Calculator  

Scientific Calculator: Grades 7 & 8  

Scientific Calculator 

Graphing, Regression, 
and Scientific Calculators: 
Grade 11  

Graphing, Regression, & 
Scientific 
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In addition to the above, students also have access to calculators for mathematics assessments: 
 Basic Calculator: grades 6 and 7 
 Scientific Calculator: grade 8 
 Graphing, Regression, and Scientific Calculators: grade 11 

Note: The online calculator appears in the second half of the Mathematics practice tests only. The online calculator is not available for the first several questions of each Mathematics practice test. 

Think about using these calculators through out the year.  If a classroom has a SmartBoard the calculators could be pulled up for classroom activities.  

Provide a link to students to use these calculators at home when they are doing homework…

https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student/Scripts/Calculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=Basic
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/calculators/
https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student/Scripts/Calculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=Scientific,Graphing,
https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student/Scripts/Calculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=Scientific,Graphing,


Practice Test Portal Tour 
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Let’s take a look at eh practice test portal.  We will walk through the portal homepage, log in to a practice test and explore the online tools. 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/


www.smarterbalanced.org  

Looking for more? 

Presenter
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What is available beyond the practice test?
There are sample items and performance tasks on the smarter balanced website
Let’s take a look:


This is a link to the video that goes with one of the performance tasks.  They aren’t linked in the performance task resources
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zrooEAeIVc Community Garden Typical Costs

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/


OPI Assessment Contacts 

Ashley Makowski, Assessment Administrative 
Assistant 
• 406-444-3511 amakowski@mt.gov 

Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist 

• 406-444-0748 yfield@mt.gov 

Judy Snow, State Assessment Director 

• 406-444-3656 jsnow@mt.gov  
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I hope that this presentation has provided clarity on access and using the smarter balanced practice test


Please call me: Yvonne Field if you have any questions about the practice test.

�Thank you for tuning and again, don’t hesitate to call or email with questions or to access extra support. 

mailto:amakowski@mt.gov
mailto:yfield@mt.gov
mailto:jsnow@mt.gov
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